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Sophomore television and digital media major Alex Krawiec (left) and senior nutrition and food science major Michele 
Usis (right) pose for a couple picture.
“My favorite thing about her is that 
I can talk to her about absolutely any-
thing and I know that she’s always there 
to listen and give me advice and help 
out in whatever way she can.”
- Michele Usis, nutrition and food science major, about her 
girlfriend
Sarah Dimichino| The Montclarion
Sam Mompoint, a senior sociology major with minors in African-American 
studies and justice and families, participates in the Black Lives Matter Week of 
Action on Monday in the Student Center.
  Every few weeks, colorful 
sticky notes filled with mean-
ingful words line the windows 
on the first floor of the Student 
Center. This week they revolve 
around the Black Lives Matter 
movement.
    Black Lives Matter Week 
of Action is hosted by Justice 
for Education to raise aware-
ness for the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement and its thirteen 
guiding principles.
    Students are encouraged 
to place sticky notes contain-
ing their ideas on the window 
panes where blank notes and 
pens are provided, along with 
informational posters explain-
ing the movement’s ideals and 
prompting discussion.
    The event explores two to 
three themes each day to chal-
lenge students with critical 
thinking.
    The advertisement on Hawk 
Sync said the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement has been “vili-
fied and maligned” as well as 
“honored with recognition.”
    By late Monday afternoon, 
nine sticky notes had already 
been placed on the windows 
under the discussion prompts 
“Black Families,” “Loving En-
gagement” and “Cross Out 
Negativity.” In answer to the 
question, “How can we prac-
tice and encourage a loving 
and supportive community 
by using Black Lives Matter,” 
someone suggested “having 
open and honest dialogue. If 
we can’t be real with each other 
… we will never learn each oth-
ers’ truths and how to move on 
properly.”
    Anthony Williams, a junior 
double-majoring in comput-
er science and math, said he 
thought the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement was important 
because of the awareness it cre-
ates.
    “Most of us don’t have our 
amendment rights, even though 
we’re U.S. citizens,” Williams 
said. “Because of our race, 
people look at us as inferior. I 
see someone pull out a badge, I 
have to respect them. Because I 
don’t have a badge, they don’t 
have to respect me.”
     Williams also noted that 
there were many other under-
privileged groups without such 
movements.
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Thursday, Feb. 8
Student Center: A male em-
ployee reported the theft of 
his cell phone from a men’s 
bathroom. The phone con-
tained the man’s New Jer-
sey driver’s license as well 
as his insurance card and 
debit card. The phone is val-
ued at $1100. This incident 
is under investigation.
Friday, Feb. 9
Stone Hall: Two female 
students were engaged in 
a physical altercation in re-
gards to a dispute over mon-
ey. Neither student wished 
to press charges at this time.
A Community Comes Together to Push for Change
Continued from page 1
    “I hear about Black Lives 
Matter, but not about the other 
people who are suffering,” Wil-
liams said.
    Eshariah Dyson, a senior 
chemistry major, paused Mon-
day afternoon by the windows 
to see what the posters and 
notes were about. She said she 
was aware of the Black Lives 
Matter Week through the 
school email but did not know 
that this event was going on.
    Some students were already 
aware of the event. However, 
Sam Mompoint, a senior major-
ing in sociology with minors in 
both African-American studies 
and justice and families said 
that he saw the event advertised 
in a school email and decided 
to come check it out. Mompoint 
added several sticky notes of 
his own to the windows.
    Justice for Education, a new 
Class III organization of the 
Student Government Associa-
tion started in fall 2017.
    “The purpose of this organi-
zation is to raise awareness for 
social justice in school systems 
and in the community,” said 
Justice for Education President 
Joseph Scarpa in an email.
     “Subsequently, to advocate 
for students and their families 
that have been historically mis-
treated or have not been given 
the same opportunity from 
their school systems. We strive 
to create a better education 
community.”
Students pose questions on how to improve social justice in the black community in the Student Center 
across from the Red Hawk Nest.
Sunah Choudry| The Montclarion
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Pot Policy: No Change if Murphy Legalizes
Lucia Rubi Godoy
Web Editor
NJ governor plans to legalize recreational pot, but school rules won’t change
Tackling Social Justice Issues at University
Sam Carliner
Staff Writer
    The Office of Equity and Di-
versity hosted their second an-
nual Social Justice Conference 
last week. This year’s event was 
marketed as a Social Justice In-
stitute and followed a much dif-
ferent and more interacting for-
mat than last year’s conference.
    Dr. Sidney Gardner, direc-
tor of the Office of Equity and 
Diversity explained some 
of the differences from last 
year in her opening address.
    “We have multiple identi-
ties, multiple issues that we 
feel passionate about, mul-
tiple things that we’re carry-
ing with us,” Gardner said. 
“We really felt we needed to 
provide this kind of space 
where we could come together 
and figure that out together.”
    The space, which allowed 
people at the event to easily in-
teract with one another, was dif-
ferent from a typical conference 
in which people in attendance 
mostly listen to guest speakers.
    Following her welcoming 
speech, Gardner introduced 
the event facilitator, Saby La-
bor. For the rest of the event, 
Labor led everyone in atten-
dance in various discussions 
and collaborative activities. 
These activities emphasized 
community, empathetic listen-
ing and validation of people’s 
experiences and identities.
From left to right: Karmyn Ramirez, Mia Henderson and Reggie Walker talk 
about social issues.
Sam Carliner| The Montclarion
    Deanna Mendez, a gradu-
ate student in the Depart-
ment of Early Childhood, 
Elementary and Literacy Edu-
cation was pleased with the 
diversity reflected in the event.
    “As a future educator I’m 
aware that I’m going to have 
students of all different abilities, 
backgrounds, culturally, reli-
giously, racially,” Mendez said. 
“So I want to be aware of what 
other issues are going around 
for those groups so that I can 
be a more proactive advocate 
for my students in the future.”
    Some discussions covered 
issues such as lack of acces-
sibility and accommodations 
for students with physical and 
neurological disabilities or 
larger body sizes, the lack of 
political involvement on the 
Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA)’s behalf, exclusion 
of transgender individuals 
and lack of diversity in pro-
fessors working at the school.
    Jessica Restaino, an associ-
ate professor of writing studies 
and the new director of gender, 
sexuality, and women’s studies 
thought the Social Justice Insti-
tute was helpful for being able 
to better understand students.
    “I hope that, as a faculty mem-
ber, I might be able to share 
with my faculty colleagues the 
importance of something like 
this,” Restaino said. “It’s a re-
ally great opportunity for us to 
connect with students and hear 
from you and think together.”
   During the event, people were 
asked to form various groups to 
create action plans for resolv-
ing issues mentioned earlier.
    Reggie Walker, an educa-
tional opportunity fund coun-
selor who attended the event, 
hoped that students would 
be inspired by the event to 
become more active in their 
support for social justice.
    “I want students to be able 
to recognize the power that 
they have as students to make a 
change,” Walker said. “Not just 
at Montclair State, but outside 
of the Montclair State commu-
nity and utilizing the confer-
ence as a vehicle to empower 
them and equip them with the 
tools necessary to go out there 
and make some change.”
    Although many concerns 
were brought to attention, 
people like Karmyn Ramirez, 
a senior studying gender, sex-
uality, and women’s studies 
and member of the SGA, felt 
that Montclair State typically 
does a good job of address-
ing issues of social justice.
    “My experience has been 
good, I do think things can be 
better,” Ramirez said. “It’s re-
ally about coming to spaces 
like this one where we can all 
talk about it, and hopefully 
the administrators that are 
here, the student leaders that 
are here, can take what they 
learned from here and imple-
ment that change on campus.”
    Emma Iacometta, a senior 
studying general humani-
ties, felt similarly and be-
lieved that more student in-
volvement could improve 
many of the issues discussed.
    “There are students that just 
don’t show up to these events 
and don’t necessarily work 
on things that they see issues 
with,” Iacometta said. “It’s easy 
enough to say that I see an is-
sue on campus, but it really 
takes someone to take the next 
step and approach someone.”
    Student involvement played a 
large role in organizing the So-
cial Justice Institute. The Office 
of Equity and Diversity worked 
closely with a multicultural 
council consisting of student 
leaders from many different 
backgrounds and walks of life. 
    The multicultural council 
has regular meetings on Fri-
days and throughout their next 
five meetings, they will discuss 
plans to resolve issues dis-
cussed at the Social Justice Insti-
tute. Labor will also attend the 
meetings via video chat to help 
the council with any questions 
or difficulties they may face.
    “The students at Montclair 
State are powerful,” Labor 
said. “I’m excited about the 
issues that were discussed, 
and I’m excited about how 
the students will work with 
these issues moving forward.”
    Since the New Jersey election 
of Phil Murphy as governor, le-
galization of recreational mari-
juana has been a hot topic of 
discussion among students.
    One of the questions posed 
by the student body is whether 
or not this legal change would 
mean anything for the campus 
policy and culture.
    “Unfortunately, even if the 
state policy were to change, we 
also must adhere to federal reg-
ulations,” said the Director of 
Student Conduct and Dean of 
Students Jerry Collins. “As we 
receive federal aid, we cannot 
condone marijuana on our cam-
pus, regardless of any potential 
state decriminalization.”
    Besides recreational marijua-
na, the university has a ban on 
medicinal marijuana since it is 
not legal at a national level.
    “There would be no change 
to university policy regarding 
either recreational or medicinal 
marijuana,” Collins said.
   Some students support the 
university’s decision.
    “I think that makes sense,” 
said sophomore illustration an-
imation major Alexa Kitchmire. 
“I think every university’s stan-
dards are different, especially 
because Montclair [State] is a 
dry campus, so they’d have the 
same restrictions on recreation-
al marijuana.” 
    University Police Capt. Kieran 
Barrett said they are in charge of 
enforcing the laws of the state of 
New Jersey. 
    “As a law and at the current 
time, those prescribed medical 
marijuana are part of a state-
wide database that we cross 
reference if it comes into ques-
tion,” Barrett said. “No per-
son is permitted in any case to 
smoke in any of our buildings 
as per N.J. law.”
     Although the administration 
has legal backup for their deci-
sion of not changing the policy, 
some students feel like some 
changes on the policy wouldn’t 
be necessarily negative.
    “I’m really not opposed to it 
at all,” said sophomore biology 
major Saeed Yasis. “I personally 
do not take part in recreational 
drugs.”
     Despite not being opposed to 
the consumption of marijuana, 
Yasis believed that everything 
has a limit.
   “Maybe keep it out of a class-
room setting,” Yasis said. “It 
could be distracting at that 
point if someone has the smell 
of it on them or even had pos-
session of it inside the class-
room.”
    Vice President of Student De-
velopment and Campus Life 
Dr. Karen Pennington said the 
university is bound to follow 
not only state laws but federal 
laws as well.
    “Even if marijuana is decrimi-
nalized in the state, it is still a 
violation under federal law,” 
Pennington said. “Since we 
are recipients of federal mon-
ies, particularly in the area of 
student financial aid, we are 
bound to follow federal laws 
and guidelines to be eligible for 
those funds.” 
    While some students have 
clear stands on the matter, some 
students don’t feel like this af-
fects them one way or another.
    “I honestly don’t care,” said 
sophomore visual arts major Ju-
lio Lopez. “I don’t smoke it but 
if other people [do], I honestly 
don’t care.”
Christina Urban| The MontclarionAn undisclosed student smokes marijuana from a tobacco pipe.
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advancement
ready.
GRADUATE  
OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2018
Attendees receive a $60 
application fee waiver.
Learn more and register at  
montclair.edu/graduate/open-house
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Donovan Russo’s first album is titled “The Pet Project.”
A student, artist and so much more
Donovan Russo:
Javier Reyes
Staff Writer
        Conventional wisdom tells us that college is per-
haps the most significant period of personal growth 
that we will experience in our lives. It is when we 
have to ask ourselves the big, intimidating questions: 
Who am I? What do I want? 
        For Montclair State University student Donovan 
Russo, answering these questions have proven to be 
an arduous yet immeasurably fulfilling task.
       Russo, a junior English major with a minor in 
finance, is a young polymath in the making: he’s a 
fitness enthusiast, film junkie, sports fanatic, writer, 
recording artist and screenwriter all in one package.
       “I am just into a lot of things,” Russo said. “I 
don’t like to stay in one place. I need to be active; 
always growing as a creator and as a person.”
       However, Russo admitted that this outgoing 
attitude is something he did not always exhibit or 
practice. In fact, for most of his freshman and sopho-
more years, Russo veered more toward the reclusive 
lifestyle, focusing almost exclusively on his screen-
writing with the occasional workout session at the 
gym to clear his mind.
      “That was pretty much it,” Russo said. “Things 
were simpler, and not necessarily in a strictly good 
or strictly bad way, just sort of ordinary.”
       In terms of this passion for screenwriting, he 
first started writing his own full-length features 
during his freshman year. For him, screenwriting is 
his greatest passion — his love for telling stories and 
creating interesting characters is what he strives to 
start a career in.
      “I have written tons of screenplays over the last 
few years,” Russo said. “And even though they ar-
en’t masterpieces or anything, I am really just trying 
to continue practicing and honing my craft.”
       Russo submitted some of his many stories and 
ideas to various outlets and competitions. He is con-
fident that with enough hard work he can break into 
its infamously competitive industry.
      But as many creators — or anyone in general — 
can attest to, there are also setbacks and obstacles 
along the way. For Russo, his screenplay “Every Step 
You Take” was one project that did not go the way 
he wanted.
        “I had planned to do a whole shoot with actors 
and everything,” Russo said. “But people backed out, 
and I didn’t think the project came out great at all, so 
eventually I abandoned it.”
        Aside from creative issues, Russo also stressed 
how personal problems had affected him tremen-
dously around the time of “Every Step You Take,” 
including the loss of his grandmother.
        “She was always supportive,” Russo said. 
“Someone like her being in my corner meant a lot.”
        He admitted that some of these unfortunate 
personal developments might have actually been a 
good thing — a blessing in disguise, one that made 
him start to think about things differently. He felt 
more inclined to branch out, to try to break up some 
of the monotony going on in his life. So, he decided 
to take a short break from screenwriting and looked 
toward his love of music for a potential therapeutic 
release and began writing his own songs. Eventually, 
he released his own album titled “The Pet Project” on 
SoundCloud.
        For Russo, this was the first real time he had 
jumped into something completely head-first, and 
doing so instilled in him the mindset that would lead 
to his multi-faceted personality.
        “It’s crazy, I only just started learning how to 
play the piano a year ago,” Russo said.
        What had started as just a simple side venture 
became a legitimate hobby — with 22 total songs 
released over the last few months. Russo also teased 
that he plans to release his next project, “Speed of 
Light,” just in time for summer on June 30.
        Along with recording his music, Russo has also 
performed in public. Thanks to his friend and former 
teacher Fox Beyers, who he first met at Whippany 
Park High School in 2010, Russo was given the op-
portunity to perform at the Rock ‘n’ Joe Coffee Bar in 
Millburn, New Jersey.
        “It was not long ago that he told me about his 
music endeavors — maybe just this past summer,” 
Beyers said. “He informed me of his EP “The Pet 
Project,” and when I first listened to his track “13 
minutes” on SoundCloud, I found myself singing 
along.”
        Beyers said he urged Russo to come play a few 
tracks at the cafe.
        “He attended, played four tracks and was 
brilliant,” Beyers said. “I was impressed, but not 
surprised.”
        Beyers went on to say that he would love for 
him to continue to perform more, like summarizing 
a portion of one of his screenplays in an open-micro-
phone format.
        “Yeah, I have some ideas,” Russo teased. “I defi-
nitely have some things aside from music that I am 
working about.” 
        For now though, Russo is scheduled to perform 
his music again on Feb. 22 and June 23.
When it comes to this cross-media success, a long-
time friend and Montclair State student Andrew 
Paine, a junior education major, was ecstatic.
        “We have been friends since we were 13,” Paine 
said. “I always knew [he] would do something big, 
whether it is writing, music or screenplays or any-
thing.”
        For most college students, finding their main 
passion is a challenge of Herculean proportions. 
Then there are the rare cases, like Russo, who often 
find new passions and ways to express themselves.
        “Venturing out made my life better in ways I 
did not think possible,” Russo said. “I write more, 
perform more, work out more, read more and even 
talk to people more. I take it as a sign to keep push-
ing myself in new directions, even if I have little to 
no experience in it, I have to try.”
                                                            
Donovan Russo is a junior English major with a minor in finance. 
               
Russo is a writer, recording artist and screenwriter.  Photo courtesy of  Donovan Russo
Photo courtesy of SoundCloud.com
 Photo courtesy of  Donovan Russo
Love is in the Air 
Couples on campus 
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“One of my favorite things about him is how sweet he is. When I need 
someone to be sweet, he is always that person.” 
- Courtney Vignola to Michael Rotundo
                                                                                         
Senior justice studies major Michael Rotundo and senior psychology and linguistic double major Courtney Vignola lean toward one another. They have been in a romantic relation-
ship for over two and a half years.  
                                                
Junior psychology major Khristine Vernal sits with her boyfriend junior sociology major Chad Mohan in front of the Student Center. 
 Robert O’Connor  | The Montclarion
Olivia Kearns | The  Montclarion
“I would say 
we’re really 
honest...she 
gets mad at 
me, but then 
we can always 
talk about it.”
-Mohan to Vernal
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“I like when we are alone, and we can just be goofs and not have to worry about  anything like 
school work. We can just be ourselves. She’s [also] really smart and pretty, but that’s a sidenote.”  
- Mike Stringham to Madison Glassman
                                                                                                                     
Senior molecular biology major Justin Dy with first-year graduate English and teacher education double 
major Natalie Cottril have been in a romantic relationship for two years.  
                                              
Freshman nutrition and food science major Ryan Susnosky and freshman pre-medical 
and biology double major Alyssa Pampanin have been in a romantic relationship since 
high school.  They have been together for three and half years.  
                         
Senior nutrition and food science major Michele Usis kisses her girlfriend, 
sophomore television and digital media major Alex Krawiec on the cheek. 
They have been together for eight months.  
          
Sophomore sociology major Ashley Getchell and junior 
sociology major Lucas Yamashiro met during one of their 
classes together. They have been together for four months. 
                                 
Senior television and digital media major Mike Stringham and senior journalism major Madison Glassman met in September 
in their transmedia class and through working together at the radio station. They have been in a relationship for four months. 
 Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
Anthony Gabbianelli| The Montclarion
Ben Caplan  | The Montclarion
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
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Help Wanted Help Wanted
TUTOR NEEDED / MONTCLAIR 
AREA
Are you studying education? We are 
looking for a tutor who is an experi-
enced, expert, and enthusiastic MSU 
student who is on track to work in 
the field. Our son is in 9th grade at 
Montclair HS and needs support for 
completing homework in all subjects, 
test preparation, and most specifically 
support with organization and atten-
tion skills. If interested please email: 
jillian@jillianpransky.com
$15 / PERSONAL ASSISTANT / 
TOWACO
Help for professional, small busi-
ness owner in home. Immediate 
start. Flexible hours – hoping for late 
afternoon Mon-Fri, possible Sat morn-
ing. Looking for responsible person 
with computer skills to do organizing, 
paperwork, and small errands. Must 
drive and like dogs. Recommenda-
tions/references requested. If inter-
ested please email besite@gmail.com or 
text 201-759-5955
BABYSITTER NEEDED/ GLEN 
RIDGE
For all education and communication 
sciences majors looking for practical 
experience working with a non-verbal 
child – our family is seeking a regular 
sitter to watch our 9 yr old daughter 
(with ASD diagnosis, using AAC 
device), and occasionally her 7 and 5 
year old typical siblings. We will need 
someone most Wednesday evenings, 
~4-7pm, and some weekends. Ideally 
you would be available 2-3 additional 
weekend days/evenings per month, 
in addition to the Wednesday time. If 
interested, please email: 
jocelieb@yahoo.com
Classifieds
Help Wanted For Rent/Other
themontclarion.org
SEEKING AFTER-SCHOOL SIT-
TER STARTING MID JANUARY
Looking for reliable after-school 
babysitter to pick up our 7-year-
old daughter from bus or school in 
Montclair, 3:30-6:30, starting in mid-
January. You’ll help with homework, 
dinner prep, bath and creative play. 
Occasional additional hours available, 
if desired, for date nights, etc. Sitter 
must have clean driving record and 
great local references. If interested, 
please email Michelle at: 
thegoldenmichelle@gmail.com
$15 / BABYSITTER NEEDED / 
MONTCLAIR
Seeking babysitter for after school 
2:30pm-4:30pm on Wed & Thurs. Will 
need to pick my daughter up from 
Montclair High School. $15 per hour. 
Please call Mary Kate at 973-865-9769.
NANNY NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Looking for a nanny for boy and girl 
(ages 5-1/2 and 4). Responsibilities in-
clude picking up at school , transport-
ing to and from after school activities 
in Montclair when needed, helping 
with homework, preparing dinner & 
baths. More hours available if desired 
on an as needed basis. Regular hours 
are 3:15-6:30Monday through Friday, 
3 days weekly minimum. Prior 
experience with children is essential, 
use of own reliable vehicle required. If 
interested, please email: 
pkfaber@gmail.com
FURNITURE FOR SALE
$220 for a sofa and chair set / $125 for 
a kichen table set. The sofa and chair 
set with an ottoman are in excellent 
condition. The wooden kitchen table 
comes with bench and 2 chairs that 
are also in good condition. If inter-
ested please call: 973 507 6994 or 
973 635 0887
ACTION TOGETHER NEW JERSEY 
Tired of current politics? Want to see 
climate, equality and human rights pri-
oritized?  BE the change!  Join, choose a 
team based on your interests, and help 
(or follow along)! Check out:  http://
www.atnj.org!
$35 / MATH TUTOR & HOME-
WORK TUTOR NEEDED / GLEN 
RIDGE
Looking for a fun and upbeat Mont-
clair State University student who is 
interested in tutoring my son in Math 
and help him with his homework. My 
son is in 9th Grade at Glen Ridge High 
School. A male tutor is preferred, as we 
feel like this would be a better fit. He 
should be available in the afternoon/
early evening twice or three times 
a week. If interested please email: 
Dworak@verizon.net
$15 / CLEANING PEOPLE
Looking for people to clean and orga-
nize a home. Tasks include scrubbing 
tub, steaming floors, etc. All materials 
for this job are supplied. If interested, 
please contact Lucy at: 201-306-6030
$15/HR / CHILD CARE / BLOOM-
FIELD
We are looking for a loving, fun, and 
reliable student to help out 2-3 nights 
per week with dinner/lunch prep 
and picking our 1.5 year old son up 
from daycare (a short walk from our 
house), feeding him dinner, and start-
ing bedtime routine. Days and hours 
are negotiable. Generally M, W, F from 
4-7pm. The first hour would be dinner 
prep and light chores around the house 
like putting son’s laundry away, then 
pick him up around 5 for play, dinner, 
getting ready for bed. Occasional ad-
ditional hours available, if desired, for 
date nights, etc as needed. Must have 
prior baby sitting experience, specifi-
cally with toddlers.  No car/driving re-
quired, but parking is readily available. 
We are located next to Brookdale Park 
off the 72 bus line. If interested, please 
email: shelleycolon@yahoo.com
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
 
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS 
ACROSS FROM MSU
Female students: Fall Room Rentals  
2016 school year. Furnished – across 
from campus.  Internet  included. 
Singles or shared.  Available NOW. 
Call: (973) 778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. 
Only 3 mins. walk to MSU Bridge & 
Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, Sun-Sat, 
5am-8pm ONLY.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUG-
GLING? HEALING, HOPE AND 
HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 
(TALK) at any time to speak to a 
counselor and get support.  You can 
also connect to the Crisis Text Line by 
texting “Hello” to 741-741 to be con-
nected to a counselor.  All services are 
free, confidential and available  24/ 7 
for anyone in crisis.
LOVE TO DRAW?
Submit your comics/cartoons
to The Montclarion at
Montclarionproduction@gmail.com
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Normal Retro Warm Haze Sunny B&W Sepia
Let’s face it, 
The Face It Acne Research Studies 
are testing an investigational topical product to 
boost the effects of laser treatment for facial acne . 
acne disappear.
it
Acne Research Studies
Be 12 years of age or older
Research study volunteers must meet the 
following criteria:
Have at least 25 pimples across the face
Other criteria may apply
1.888.866.1733
www.faceitstudy.com
filters don’t make
BECOME A 
WRITER 
O
T
SP
R
S
Room 2035 School of Communication and Media in Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
Phone 973.655.5230
Fax 973.655.7804
E-mail Montclarionsports@gmail.com
Kyra Maffia | The Montclarion
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Black Faculty is Not Making History
Campus 
VoiCes:
Do you believe 
there is a lack 
of diversity in  
professors on 
campus?
“I have only had one black 
professor. Now that I think 
about it, I don’t really know if 
there are that many professors 
of African-American decent. I 
would have to take more class-
es in other departments. There 
may be some, but it is not to 
my knowledge.”
- Zach Wisz
Communication and
  Media Arts
Junior
“I think there is a lack of eth-
nicity between the profes-
sors. I  have only had one 
foreign professor, and the rest 
have been American. I know 
I haven’t had any African-
American professors or south-
ern countries like Columbia. I 
would like to see more of those 
professors.”
- Victor Zuouaga
Accounting
 Freshman
“I do think there is a lack of di-
versity. I have noticed I have 
never had a black or profes-
sors of other ethnicities. I think 
the school should look into 
hiring more professors of dif-
ferent backgrounds. They can 
provide different perspectives 
to students. It’s something to 
consider.” 
- Genesis Obando
Journalism
Sophomore
“I have had a few teachers 
who have been from an In-
dian backgound or European 
background. Although, I have 
not had an African-Americna 
professor yet, I am only also 
a freshman. As far as expe-
rience, I just have not taken 
enough classes to see the full 
population.” 
- Antonio Falcone
Business Administration
Freshman
   
 n Montclair State Uni-
versity’s website, they outline 
their “commitment to diversity” 
by having an “inclusive, richly 
diverse community that fosters 
mutual respect, tolerance and 
understanding among all stu-
dents and employees” on cam-
pus.
          The undergraduate popula-
tion in 2017 was 47 percent white, 
29 percent Hispanic/Latino, 6 
percent Asian and 13 percent 
Black/African-American. The 
Black/African-American under-
graduate population, in particu-
lar, has increased the most over 
the past five years. Since 2013, 
the number of Black/African-
American students attending 
Montclair State increased 4 per-
cent from 2013 from the original 
9.26 percent.
         However, even with this ac-
complishment, there still seems 
to be a lack of consistency in 
the school’s message. Colleg-
eFactual.com posts statistics on 
Montclair State as well, includ-
ing student and faculty diver-
sity. According to them, only 9.8 
percent of the faculty is Black/
African American. This is a stark 
contrast to the student demo-
graphics and shows that we may 
not be as diverse after all.
         We have to wonder why 
that may be as there could be 
various factors. However, if 
the school really wants to be 
an inclusive campus, then they 
should emphasize diversity in 
the same way with faculty as 
with students. The low percent-
age of Black/African-American 
faculty outlines a problem that 
we may be short changed in our 
education.
         Every professor can share 
their experience and perspective 
on their subject, and it is impor-
tant that they learn more about 
the black experience as well. 
With the lack of Black/African-
American staff, black students 
may feel isolated in identifying 
with their professors, or if the 
topic is related to black history, 
would be more powerful or in-
sightful to hear from them.
         For the most part, the at-
titude toward the issue is split. 
Some students believe that it is 
not a problem.
         “I do not think this is a big 
issue in my department,” said 
Amir Botros, a senior jurispru-
dence and political science ma-
jor. “There is a good amount of 
diversity, especially in the last 
few years. There has been more 
hiring of adjuncts of diverse eth-
nicities and races and so on.”
         This attitude implies that 
the issue may be departmental 
and not campuswide. However, 
Montclair State officials portray 
this school as being diverse and 
the student numbers should not 
be the only reflection of that. Ex-
tending the mission statement to 
diversifying faculty would only 
lead to the betterment and the 
continued growth of the campus 
quality of life.
         “Honestly, I don’t think I 
have ever had an African-Amer-
ican professor here,” said senior 
O Anna Messina, a communica-
tion and media major. “Mont-
clair should consider raising 
the number of ethnic profes-
sors. If they want to seem as 
diverse as they want to come 
across, they should definitely 
think about that.”
         This month is Black His-
tory Month, which highlights 
and celebrates the achieve-
ments, hardships and heroism 
of many Black/African-Amer-
icans that have made a dif-
ference in history. Especially 
with some of the racial tension 
happening today, this is also 
a good time to reflect on the 
impact Black/African-Ameri-
cans have made in our society 
and decide the course of action 
for faculty inclusiveness.
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Art Paints Politics
here is no 
doubt that the 
political climate 
in the United 
States is heated. 
Since the 2016 
election, many 
people have be-
come more vocal 
about their values 
and worldviews. 
Some people might say that this in-
crease in political discourse has be-
come more noticeable in the enter-
tainment industry, and they might 
think an alleged increase in the mix-
ing of art and politics is the problem. 
    While I understand the discomfort 
that can come from expecting en-
tertainment and receiving political 
discourse instead, I am glad that so 
many artists are using their platforms 
to speak on issues they are passionate 
about.
     I would first like to address the 
fact that I think it is unfair to tell art-
ists they cannot be political. Artists 
are people and being in the public 
sphere should not prevent them from 
expressing their values on issues that 
affect their lives. 
     It is also ignorant to believe that 
politics can be avoided. Political deci-
sions have an impact on everyone, es-
pecially marginalized communities. 
People of color, women, the LGBT+ 
community, undocumented immi-
grants and people with disabilities 
are just several groups whose lives 
are regularly impacted by deci-
sions made by the state. 
    Since these groups cannot 
escape the politics that impact 
their lives, it is insensitive and 
often a sign of privilege to be-
come frustrated when artists use 
their platform in support of op-
pressed communities.
    Art is powerful and histori-
cally political. Many people 
who criticize artists for being 
political seem to believe that the 
mixing of art and politics is a re-
cent phenomenon when really it 
has always been common. The 
greatest artists of the Renais-
sance era, such as Shakespeare, 
Leonardo Da Vinci and Mi-
chelangelo, frequently pushed 
the social norms of their time. 
Throughout the 1900s, all forms 
of art found ways to make politi-
cal statements that were contro-
versial at the time. 
     Rock ‘n’ roll is a genre that 
was created by African-Amer-
icans who used music to talk 
about the racism they faced. 
Even after rock had become a 
genre that was mostly associ-
ated with white artists, it re-
mained highly political. Many 
rock bands such as The Beatles, 
The Rolling Stones and Jefferson 
Airplane wrote music in protest 
of the Vietnam War. 
    Some of the most acclaimed 
films of all time such as Citizen 
Kane, Dr. Strangelove and Fight 
Club make blatant critiques of 
American politics and culture.
    Now more than ever it is 
important that art remains 
political. People in the United 
States are experiencing vio-
lations of their basic human 
rights and humanity. Immi-
grants are being denied the 
right to migrate. According 
to the ADL, an anti-hate ac-
tivist organization, murders 
by white supremacist groups 
more than doubled in the past 
year. GLAAD, an organization 
fighting for LGBTQ+ rights, 
reported that more transgen-
der individuals were killed in 
2017 than any other year. The 
increasing militarization of 
police resulted in police kill-
ing 1,129 citizens last year, a 
disproportionate amount of 
which were unarmed black 
men, as reported by policevi-
olencereport.com. 
   It is wrong to think that poli-
tics can be avoided. Especially 
in a community as diverse as 
Montclair State University, these 
issues are likely to affect many 
of us. As young people, we will 
inherit the role of shaping our 
society. I believe the art stu-
dents at Montclair State are just 
as entitled to that responsibility 
as students in any other depart-
ment.
Politics in art is not on the rise
SAM CARLINER
STAFF WRITER
Sam Carliner, a journalism major, is in 
his second year as a staff writer for The 
Montclarion. 
T
More to Millennials Than You Care to See
ou know 
what I hate 
more than any-
thing? General-
izations. People 
observe similar 
attributes in a 
specific group 
and then they 
think they have acquired every-
thing they need to know about 
each person in that group. 
   As if something as complex as 
each individual human can be sim-
ply defined by a broad set of their 
group’s characteristics. If this is the 
case, categorical summations are 
inflicting major disservices upon 
the individual by simplifying and 
assigning a person’s essence based 
on their group’s qualities. 
    This is the ultimate insult. It is 
saying we are simple enough to 
even have a label. It is saying, “I 
know what I need to know about 
you because of group association.” 
   The worst part about it, though, 
and perhaps the most dangerous, 
is how it denies individuals of their 
unique story, voice and perspec-
tive by halting the exchange of 
such ideas from the get-go. If gen-
eralizing offers simple explanation, 
what is the point of even listening 
to people then, right?
   I am 20 years old. I was born in 
1997. Nowadays, many seem to 
think that millennials are mo-
rons. Or because we are kids, 
(God, do I hate when people call 
me that), we must be ignorant.
    Or because we are usually on 
our phones we must be lazy, or 
we must not care about anything 
valuable, thus lacking depth or 
substance.
   But let me ask you baby boom-
ers this: what is truly more na-
ive and shallow than accepting 
and practicing such generaliza-
tions merely because they offer 
easy and quick explanations for 
something as complex as the 
multitudes encompassed by 
each millennial? 
     Seems to me you are the ones 
who are naive for accepting this 
practice and deeming it suffi-
cient enough. Seems to me you 
are the ones who are shallow or 
lazy because you are unwilling 
to put in the effort to dissect all 
of our scopes or even be open-
minded enough to recognize 
how we are multifaceted. Per-
haps you may lack the ability to 
understand a different way of 
upbringing or mindset because 
you are too afraid. People often 
fear what they do not under-
stand.
    Regardless, I am open to all 
these explanations because I 
would not want to impose re-
Doing away with the ‘lazy millennials’ narrative
DANIELLE 
OLIVEIRA
STAFF WRITER
Y
Danielle Oliveira, an English and jour-
nalism major, is in her first year as a 
staff writer for The Montclarion. 
strictions on you the way you 
have done for my generation. 
What you do not know or see 
is two nights ago, I could not 
fall asleep because I kept con-
templating the origins of the 
universe and why I am here, 
or how every Tuesday night 
my little cousin lays on the 
front lawn and stares at the 
stars, scribbling everything 
he thinks and feels onto a tiny 
page in a notebook. 
    What you do not see is that 
last week my friend and I 
stared at a Pablo Picasso paint-
ing, and I got chills because 
I saw myself in it. What you 
also do not see is I can eas-
ily name five friends who are 
extremely hard workers and 
who are successfully making 
their dreams happen.
   I guess my point is my fa-
vorite clothing is my skin, but 
it kind of sucks when the in-
dividuality of my “clothing” 
is diminished to one brand or 
style. I am hoping that one day 
you will be able to see other-
wise because we all really do 
offer much, much more than 
you think.
Thumbs Up
USA’s 2018 
Winter Olympics team
Montclair State 
basketball playoffs
Michelle Obama made 
Barack a playlist for 
Valentine’s day
Puerto Rico’s suicide 
rates spike
Riker’s inmates alledgedly 
beat correctional officers
South Florida school 
shooting
Thumbs Down
Concerning Editorials and Columns
 Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular 
issue.  Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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Marxist Media Mayhem: Mainstream 
Media Needs to Check Itself
he Pe-
ongChang 
W i n t e r 
O l y m p i c 
G a m e s 
have of-
f i c i a l l y 
become a 
haven for 
the media to shove their anti-
Trump and anti-American 
agenda down the throats of 
the American people. The me-
dia proves this bias when they 
consistently attack Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence for every 
move he makes, like not stand-
ing for the joint Korean team 
as they entered the Olympic 
ceremonies. Meanwhile, they 
turn around and praise Kim 
Jong Un’s little sister, Kim Yo 
Jong, saying she is “stealing 
the show at the Winter Olym-
pics.” 
    The same media that has 
praised athletes in the NFL 
for kneeling during the U.S. 
national anthem is now attack-
ing Mike Pence for not stand-
ing to honor the evil dictatorial 
regime in North Korea. Last 
time I checked, the U.S. stood 
for freedom and justice under 
God, not totalitarianism and 
fascism under Kim. Pence did 
exactly what any red-blooded 
American would do and stuck 
it to the North Koreans. We as 
American people should be 
proud of his actions, not ap-
palled by them.
   The media was not finished 
with their anti-American antics. 
On Saturday, Feb. 10, CNN ran a 
report with the headline, “Kim 
Jong Un’s sister is stealing the 
show at the Winter Olympics.” 
The first sentence of this report 
tells the whole story: “if diplo-
matic dance were an event at 
the Winter Olympics, Jong Un’s 
younger sister would be favored 
Faith in journalism hangs in the balance
AJ MELILLO
ASSISTANT          
OPINION EDITOR
T
AJ Melillo, a television and digi-
tal media major, is in his first year 
as assistant opinion editor for The 
Montclarion.
to win gold.”
       Has CNN completely forgot-
ten about the fact that this wom-
an is the director of propaganda 
and agitation for a regime that 
has killed its own people by the 
thousands and forces people to 
live on $3 a day? Do they just not 
care? 
   Later in their piece they com-
pare Yo Jong to President Don-
ald Trump’s daughter Ivanka 
Trump, stating that she was “her 
brother’s answer to American 
first daughter Ivanka Trump, 
Kim, 30, is not only a powerful 
member of Kim Jong Un’s kitch-
en cabinet but also a foil to the 
perception of North Korea as an-
tiquated and militaristic.”
     This is a disgusting compari-
son by CNN who is clearly just 
buying all the propaganda  that 
North Korea has been feeding 
them.
     If the media continues to 
abide by the idea that the ene-
Gun Violence in the US
a m 
tired of 
hearing the 
same tune; 
that eerily 
similar nar-
rative of the 
r a m p a n t 
gun vio-
lence that occurs in the United 
States. I am tired of the same old, 
hyperbolic and partisan politics 
that tend to surround this is-
sue, whether it be Republicans 
or Democrats. I am tired of feel-
ing like a law first established in 
1791 — back when rifles took 
eight hours to reload and were 
less accurate than my jump shots 
in basketball — is something we 
will continue to hold to an insa-
tiable level of reverence. All of 
this violence is tiring.
   Despite being just a little over 
a month into 2018, there have 
been 27 mass shootings report-
ed to have taken place in the 
U.S. According to The New York 
Times, the school shooting in 
Kentucky made the 11th in the 
nation as of Jan. 23.
    These shootings go unnoticed 
for a myriad of reasons. One of 
which is that only the most dra-
matic examples draw significant 
attention. The latest example 
being the shooting in Las Ve-
gas in October 2017, where a 
man opened fire on a crowd of 
concert attendees from his suite 
on the 32nd floor of the nearby 
Mandalay Bay hotel. 
    Just like so many of the simi-
lar tragedies that came before it, 
there is nothing that has been 
enacted to suggest a change is 
coming. However, it seems like 
simple naivety to expect any-
thing different at this point. If 
the murders of children — as 
had occurred in the 2012 Sandy 
Hook shooting — did not lead to 
anything, then what will?
    I could go deeper into the sta-
tistical minutia of gun violence, 
but that is not the idea I want 
to stress the most. Instead, it is 
the plea for us to start having 
more reasonable, empirically 
supported stances and discus-
sions on what is easily one of 
this country’s most contentious 
and sensitive issues. A complete 
overhaul of the Second Amend-
ment is unrealistic, as it would 
require an untenable two-thirds 
of both the House and Senate, as 
well as three-fourths of the U.S. 
Standing still is not patriotic, it is irresponsible
JAVIER REYES
STAFF WRITER
I
Javier Reyes, a journalism major, is in 
his first year as a staff writer for The 
Montclarion.
to take effect. Aiming for that ex-
tremity is not worth the time or 
the effort. 
   On the other end, it is foolish 
to sit still like frightened rabbits 
and refuse to do a single thing. 
We need compromise, not politi-
cally stagnant ultimatums that 
lead to nothing.
    I am not an expert, but I do 
not feel like it is a stretch to 
want something — anything re-
ally — to happen. Perhaps there 
are more thorough background 
checks or even a grace period 
after purchase that could be 
implemented. We need to work 
at it. 
   Whatever side you fall on, I 
think everyone can get behind 
the idea of just trying. I dream 
of a time where this distressing 
routine of people being sense-
lessly murdered becomes less so, 
like other countries have shown. 
I am truly, genuinely sorry for 
anyone that might be offended 
by me saying I want something 
to change. By sorry, I mean the 
exact opposite.
    Would it not be worthwhile to 
save the life of even one person?
my of their enemy is their friend, 
it will lead them down a much 
darker path than they are al-
ready traveling. I am old enough 
to remember a time when the 
U.S. knew that North Korea was 
an evil place and that Jong Un 
was an awful murderous dicta-
tor that kept his people impov-
erished and starving. Recently, 
the media’s worst nightmare 
has made the White House his 
home. Because of this, the main-
stream media would rather sup-
port North Korea than America.
    This disgusting anti-American 
propaganda must end imme-
diately or else the American 
public will lose the very little re-
maining faith we have left in our 
media system. U.S. citizens are 
not stupid people; they know 
that North Korea is the worst 
country on planet Earth from 
a civil rights and quality of life 
standpoint. They will not stand 
idly by and listen to the media’s 
attempts to victimize North Ko-
rea’s cruel dictator just because 
he is not Trump.
    Is this the state that this coun-
try has come to? Praising mur-
derous and horrible dictators 
because they don’t align with 
our president’s politics? What a 
sad, sad commentary on Ameri-
can culture. CNN and the main-
stream media need to end this 
now before they become an of-
ficial wing of the Propaganda 
and Agitation Department of the 
Workers’ Party of North Korea.
Concerning Editorials and Columns
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A Different Kind of Love on Valentine’s Day
n e 
concept that 
has become 
more popu-
lar during 
the last cou-
ple of years 
is the idea of 
polyamory. 
This is the 
practice or 
desire for in-
timate relationships with mul-
tiple partners who are aware 
of such practice or desire. A 
polyamorous person is al-
lowed to have multiple com-
mitted relationships.
    The idea of giving your love 
to multiple people simulta-
neously is great. The love a 
person gives to each of their 
partners and the relationships 
themselves can be completely 
different, but our current so-
ciety is not ready for this con-
cept.
    For starters, more and more 
people are opting out of com-
mitted relationships due to 
trust issues, commitment is-
sues or simply because their 
lifestyle does not give them 
the time that dating requires. 
This goes hand in hand with 
the increasing abandonment 
of the idea of marriage and the 
more traditional lifestyle as a 
whole.
    At first, it may seem like the 
transition makes sense. Fewer 
marriages equal more open 
relationships, but polyamory 
does not fall under the catego-
ry of open relationships. Open 
relationships are for people 
who do not want to date se-
riously or those who do not 
want much emotional attach-
ment involved. Polyamory re-
quires being equally and emo-
tionally committed to more 
than one partner.
    Admittedly, we have come 
a long way in terms of mental 
health awareness. That being 
said, we need to recognize that 
not everyone is emotionally 
prepared to date somebody 
who can openly love more 
than one person. Everyone 
deals with insecurities that 
come from many different 
places. You have to have a dif-
ferent level of open-minded-
ness to date someone who is 
openly dating multiple people 
and not ever experience jeal-
ousy, fear of abandonment, 
wonder if they love the other 
partner more or if you are just 
not enough.
    The only way I can imag-
ine a scenario where one side 
of the couple loves and dates 
another person openly and the 
other side is okay with it is if 
both parties are polyamorous. 
That way, neither party would 
feel left out.
    A person could argue that 
not everyone needs to be dat-
ing someone and not all poly-
amorous people need to have 
multiple partners at all times. 
However, the issue is not just 
finding other people who are 
Polyamory requires a level of open-mindedness
we may not have reached yet
LUCIA                      
RUBI-GODOY
WEB EDITOR
O
Lucia Rubi-Godoy, a journalism major, 
is in her first year as the web editor for 
The Montclarion.
okay with it. 
    As much as our culture 
changes daily, family is to a 
certain extent still the core of 
our society. Getting to a point 
where your family and the 
families of all of your partners 
are okay with the situation 
would probably be one of the 
trickiest obstacles.
     It is common among young 
adults to start spending some 
holidays with their significant 
others’ families once the rela-
tionship starts getting more 
serious. However, when the 
situation involves polyamory, 
it can be difficult to make deci-
sions regarding whose family 
the holidays are going to be 
spent with. I can only imagine 
how a “coming out” conver-
sation would be with parents 
who are not prepared to know 
that their offsprings are dating 
more than one person in seri-
ous terms.
   After decades of having 
mocked the Arabic culture 
where some Middle Eastern 
countries legally allow for 
men to have multiple wives, I 
do not believe that we are fully 
comfortable as a society with 
someone bringing two or three 
boyfriends over for Thanks-
giving dinner. I applaud the 
parents of any millennial or 
Generation Z child who can 
truthfully say they are open to 
and comfortable with the idea 
of their children dating several 
people.
    It took until 2015 for Amer-
ica to rule same-sex marriage 
legal in the same terms and 
conditions as traditional mar-
riages in all 50 states. We have 
a long road ahead until our 
society can assimilate the idea 
of polyamory as an everyday 
fact.
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Exploring New York with the Film 
Institute’s Sundays with Scorcese Series
Collin De Lade | The MontclarionStephen Whitty gives his top critique of the movie, “Raging Bull.”
Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
Carly Henriquez
Contributing Writer
     The Film Institute at Montclair 
State University presented Sundays 
with Scorsese, a four-part screening 
and discussion panel hosted by syn-
dicated film critic Stephen Whitty at 
the School of Communication and 
Media. Whitty welcomed the audi-
ence to get inside the mind of the 
acclaimed director Martin Scorsese.
     The series runs from Feb. 4 to 
Feb. 25 and showcases four of Mar-
tin Scorsese’s most legendary films: 
“Taxi Driver” (1976), “Raging Bull” 
(1980), “After Hours” (1985) and 
“GoodFellas” (1990). The film series 
currently wrapped up its second 
week, with two more screenings 
and Q&A sessions left to attend.
     On Feb. 4, “Sundays with Scors-
ese” started off with “Taxi Driver,” 
a 1976 best picture Oscar nominee 
starring Robert De Niro as Travis 
Bickle. Suffering from insomnia 
and mental issues as a veteran, Tra-
vis takes a job as a New York City 
cab driver during the late nights. 
Feeling uneasy about the dirty 
crime and violence going on, Travis 
takes it upon himself to clean up the 
filthy city streets.
     As the credits rolled, the audi-
ence sat in awe as the camera tours 
the dark city street that Travis 
drives. Some members of the audi-
ence were amazed by how the film 
credits have evolved since 1976. Ex-
FBI photographer and Montclair 
resident Rick Berger noted how he 
is especially fascinated with the 
condense crew of “Taxi Driver.”
     “I am amazed by how few cred-
its there were at the end compared 
to today’s films, which have such 
extensive credits,” Berger said. He 
previously attended last semester’s 
Sundays with Hitchcock event.
     Some Montclair State students in 
attendance commented on how this 
was the first time they had seen “Taxi 
Driver” and how they thought it was 
the best possible way to see the film. 
They also said how insightful Whit-
ty was at relaying information about 
the film and its director.
     The film contains a narration from 
Travis throughout, which leads to 
some information being genuine 
while others are questionable. Hunt-
er College High School student Dom-
inick Castellano took note of Travis’ 
narration.
     “Travis seemed to be an unreli-
able narrator due to his inconsisten-
cies with his story,” Castellano said. 
“When he claimed to go on a phys-
ical change with 50 pushups and 50 
pullups, he went on to take drugs 
and chug some beer.” 
     With the film’s open ending 
about the state of Travis, the audi-
ence was very divided as to whether 
he changed for the better or for the 
worse.
     On Feb. 11, Sundays with Scorsese 
continued with “Raging Bull,” the 
1981 best picture nominee starring 
Robert De Niro as Jake LaMotta. De 
Niro won the Academy Award for 
best actor in 1981 for his portrayal of 
Jake. The story began its expedition 
in the Bronx following Jake, who was 
portrayed as a middleweight boxing 
champion. Jake was formally intro-
duced to boxing due to his trouble-
some history with his wife and man-
ager/brother.
     As the movie came to an end, it 
left the audience in astonishment. 
Montclair State professor of exercise 
science and physical education Rob 
Gilbert noticed the dramatization of 
the boxing matches throughout the 
film.
     “So much of the violence was not 
so realistic,” Gilbert said. “It felt like 
cartoons at times, was that a correct 
interpretation of the sport?”
     As the audience reflected on the 
film, there was a particular character 
that was a major influence through-
out the entire movie and that was 
Jake’s brother and mentor.
     Audience member Alex Duva 
asked a question about how the re-
lationship between Scorsese’s pro-
fessor from New York University 
played a prevalent role in the charac-
teristics of the mentor from the film.
     Whitty made his final remarks 
for the screening of “Raging Bull” 
that gave an insightful retrospective 
view of the movie when answering 
the questions from the attendees. The 
discussions made by the audience 
and Whitty brought a detailed anal-
ysis of both the films, “Taxi Driver” 
and “Raging Bull,” which acknowl-
edged the apprehension artwork of 
Scorsese.
     More is to come from the next two 
screenings of Sundays with Scorsese. 
On Feb. 18, “After Hours” is being 
screened followed by “Goodfellas” 
on Feb. 25. All are encouraged to 
come and experience the astound-
ingly pronounced motion pictures 
formulated by Scorsese that continu-
ously captivate audiences.
Photo courtesy of IMDb.comJake La Motta in his final fight in the ring in “Raging Bull.“
In “Taxi Driver,” Robert De Niro delivers his famous line, “You talking to me?”
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
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Top Picks to Stream 
“The Place Beyond the Pines” on Netflix
- Alexander Valdes
Staff Writer
“Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story” on Netflix
If there is a movie or TV show you want to recommend,
email montclarionentertainment@gmail.com
- Javier Reyes
Staff Writer
Megan Hasse and Maverick Hiu rehearse for “Anything Goes” with Director Clay C. James at Life Hall.
Austin Doby | The Montclarion
     Featuring Ryan Gosling, Bradley Cooper, Eva Mendes, 
Ben Mendelsohn, Dane DeHaan, Mahershala Ali and Ray 
Liotta, “The Place Beyond the Pines” follows Luke Glanton, a 
motorcycle stuntman who reunites with his ex-girlfriend and 
soon discovers he has a baby son, Luke. He then decides to 
find other ways of supporting the two, which leads to a series 
of events that will change their lives forever. The film is better 
experienced with as little prior knowledge as possible since 
the plot has many changes in direction throughout. It is a 
film with sensational performances all around, and is surpris-
ingly underrated considering the aforementioned cast. “The 
Place Beyond the Pines” is as emotionally gripping of a film 
you will find, telling a beautiful, albeit harsh, story about the 
choices we make and the consequences that come with them.
Austin Doby
Contributing Writer
     With a little over a week until the show’s open-
ing night on Feb. 23, the Department of Theatre and 
Dance is working long and hard in preparation for 
this semester’s spring musical production of “Any-
thing Goes.”
      Set aboard an American celebrity cruise liner, 
Billy Crocker, played by Maverick Hiu, is a young 
Wall Street broker and high seas stowaway. He must 
win back the heart of the beautiful and wealthy Hope 
Harcourt, played by Megan Hasse, before she is to be 
wed. All the while, he is relentlessly pursued by the 
ship’s captain and crew.
     In this witty and romantic quest for true love, 
Crocker is joined by a unique cast of characters, in-
cluding the extravagantly British Lord Evelyn Oak-
leigh, played by Ethan Lynch, Moonface Martin, 
played by Matt Hoffman and the ex-evangelical 
temptress Reno Sweeney, played by Alexa Racioppi. 
In this extraordinary tale of love, lust and scandal, 
“anything goes.”
     It features famous songs of the 1930s such as, “I 
Get a Kick Out of You” and “Blow, Gabriel, Blow.” 
“Anything Goes” is a comically raunchy musical that 
embodies the very heart, soul, blood and tears of old 
Broadway. With a lineup of several hilarious and 
beautifully orchestrated pieces composed by Cole 
Porter, viewers will be listening to its soundtrack 
“All Through the Night.”
     Director of “Anything Goes” and musical theater 
coordinator Clay C. James has directed roughly 16 
shows in the 12 years he has worked at Montclair 
State. James, who has previously performed in and 
directed “Anything Goes” in the past, is now back at 
it again with a whole new cast.
     “The show is a great challenge for student per-
formers,” James said. “No one epitomized the mu-
sic of the 1930s like Cole Porter. It’s a great show for 
families, it’s a great show for students... It’s just a fun, 
lighthearted show. Students need to get their tickets 
fast.” 
      In addition to teaching tap at Montclair State, 
Patrice Dlugos is also the show’s choreographer.
     “We have a very talented and professional cast,” 
Dlugos said. “This is a fast-paced and challenging 
show with demanding choreography.” 
Behind the Scenes 
of ‘Anything Goes’
Photo courtesy of Youtube.com
     She went on to describe the inner workings and 
themes behind “Anything Goes.”
     “‘Anything Goes’ is a traditional jazz and tap-
heavy show that relies on its dramatically stylized 
elements,” Dlugos said. “It’s a very vibrant and jazzy 
show. You will find the dialogue, characters and mu-
sic of ‘Anything Goes’ to be surprisingly refreshing 
and entertaining.”
      The cast and production team have been strenu-
ously researching, blocking and rehearsing over the 
past semester in preparation for such a difficult show.
      Alexa Racioppi, a fifth year student studying 
dance performance and musical theater, is costarring 
in “Anything Goes” as Reno Sweeney.
     According to Racioppi, Sweeney is “the epitome of 
a strong, independent woman who still wants love.”
     “As strong as Reno is on the outside, she is super 
sensitive on the inside,” Racioppi said. “She really 
cares about her friends, and you can see that in her 
relationship with [Moonface Martin], in her relation-
ship with Bill, and even in those little moments with 
Hope. She just really cares about other people.” 
      Sweeney has been portrayed by so many incred-
ible women, including Ethel Merman, Patti Lupone, 
Elaine Paige and Sutton Foster and Racioppi is taking 
a little bit of everybody and also a little bit of herself 
into her performance.
     “For me, I am a little more understated in my 
body language, and very expressive in my vocal lan-
guage,” Racioppi said. Racioppi went on to say that 
she hopes that her unique take on the role will give 
the character of Reno Sweeney a whole new perspec-
tive and flare.
     Montclair State’s production of “Anything Goes” 
will be running from Feb. 23 until March 2. Tickets 
can be purchased online at the Peak Performances 
website or the box office at the Alexander Kasser 
Theater.
     “Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story” stars 
John C. Reilly and Jenna Fischer. The film is 
a spoof of melodramatic musician biopics — 
mostly “Walk the Line,” although it riffs on so 
many others. This movie is an absolute riot. It’s 
a master class in parody and deadpan. There 
are so many tropes and cliched lines that are 
typical of dramatic fiction are exaggerated to 
the point of absurdity and hilarity. Reilly is in 
top form as the titular rockstar Dewey Cox, an 
amalgam of Johnny Cash, Brian Wilson, Bob 
Dylan and dozens of other music icons. Despite 
having been released in 2007 during what was 
arguably the peak of the Judd Apatow craze, 
this film hasn’t gotten the attention it deserves. 
It’s definitely worth a watch.
“Good Time” on Amazon Prime
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
     Former “Twilight” star Robert Pattinson 
continues to shed his teen vampire image as 
Connie, a sleazy con man who, after a failed 
bank robbery, lands his mentally challenged 
brother in jail. He then tries to break him out 
of Riker’s Island. The night goes from bad to 
worse, and nothing works out for Connie. He 
is a slimy character who normally would not 
receive sympathy, but his relationship with 
his brother makes it hard not to root for him. 
However, he is one of the most self destructive 
protagonists of recent memory.
- Robert O’Connor
Assistant Entertainment Editor
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com
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Camille A. Brown and Dancers 
‘Ink’ It Up
From left to right: Timothy Edwards, Beatrice Capote, Maleek Washington, Catherine Foster, Monique Brooks Roberts (violinist) and 
Kendra “Vie Boheme” Dennard of Camille A. Brown & Dancers in “Ink.”
Photo courtesy of Marina Levitskaya
Photo courtesy of Marina Levitskaya
Catherine Foster of Camille A. Brown & Dancers in “Ink.”
Photo courtesy of Marina Levitskaya
Maleek Washington and Timothy Edwards of Camille A. Brown & Dancers in “Ink.”
Adam Grassani
Staff Writer
     Last week, the Alexander Kasser 
Theater hosted a dance performance 
by Camille A. Brown and her com-
pany of dancers in a culturally en-
riched production called “Ink.”
     Brown has quite an impressive 
resume. She has been an award-win-
ning dancer throughout the years. In 
her career, she has been a four-time 
Princess Grace Award recipient and 
her choreography is known for illus-
trating stories from the perspective 
of black females. The timeless and 
traditional stories she tells through 
her and her company’s dancing are 
known for connecting history and 
contemporary culture together.
     Brown’s latest performance in 
“Ink” perfectly matches her vision. 
The dance opened up with some 
hilarious voice-overs, telling the au-
dience exactly what they can expect 
from everything to come that night. 
The voice-overs perfectly represent-
ed black culture and created a lot of 
laughter in the audience. The first 
dance was a solo by Brown. The mu-
sic started off slow and atmospheric, 
with movements done while sitting 
down. As time went on, the dancing 
became more creative and flashy, 
and the music sped up, providing a 
strong African-American vibe.
     Later on in the show, there were 
multiple duets depicting different 
relationships between the dancers, 
such as one between man and wom-
an. Immediately following, the au-
dience had an opportunity to look 
at a “bro-mantic” rivalry between 
two friends. Viewers could see some 
emotional parts of the dance while 
others parts provided comic relief.
     Aside from the opening, there 
is no narration or voice-over in the 
rest of the show. The story is entire-
ly told through dancing. This really 
encourages the audience to engage 
themselves mentally with the dances 
in order to figure out what they each 
mean. 
     However, it created a sense of con-
fusion since there is not any informa-
tion to lean on. It really would have 
been nice to have a bit more voice-
over, particularly in between each 
performance where someone re-
ceives the basic information of what 
is to be expected from a particular 
dance.
     The biggest problem with the 
performance might be what was not 
there. Throughout the show, it felt 
like something was missing. There 
was nothing that stuck out. While the 
dancing was very well done, it felt 
like it was missing that one “wow” 
moment.
     At the end of the day, Brown and 
the dancers in “Ink” put on a very 
solid performance that showed the 
personality and grit of the black com-
munity while providing atmospheric 
music, impressive dancing and an 
engaging story and message.
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Daniel Day-Lewis Retires in Fashion in ‘Phantom Thread’
Thomas Neira
Contributing Writer
    With strong characters 
and complex relationships, 
“Phantom Thread” is a 
strange, elegant and uncom-
fortable roller coaster ride of 
a film.
     Going into “Phantom 
Thread,” I was only aware 
of two things: this film had 
something to do with fash-
ion, and this was Daniel 
Day-Lewis’s bow out per-
formance before he retired 
from acting. I could not help 
but feel bittersweet as I took 
my seat in the theater among 
many elderly moviegoers 
who were all there for the 
exact same reason: to watch 
Day-Lewis perform on the 
silver screen one final time.
     “Phantom Thread” was 
written and directed by film 
auteur Paul Thomas Ander-
son, who returned to theaters 
after 2014’s “Inherent Vice.” 
The film marks Ander-
son’s second project with 
Day-Lewis, after previously 
working together on 2007’s 
“There Will Be Blood.” 
     Day-Lewis plays Reyn-
olds Woodcock, a famed 
dress designer based in 1950s 
London. He lives an orga-
nized life, which paired with 
his undying passion for his 
occupation, has led to his 
failure in relationships.
     “I’m certain I was never 
meant to marry,” Reynolds 
said. “I’m a confirmed bache-
lor. I’m incurable.”
     However, his organized 
lifestyle is soon challenged 
when he meets Alma, a wait-
ress played by Vicky Krieps. 
Her headstrong personality 
clashes with Reynolds’ need 
for control and structure.
     The film puts up an outer 
appearance of elegance, set 
in the upper class scene of 
couture Britain. Reynolds 
presents himself and his 
business in an extremely for-
mal manner whenever visited 
by clients such as heiresses, 
countesses and members of 
both domestic and foreign 
royal families. He makes each 
dress custom and stitches 
a secret message into every 
one, making each garment 
truly one of a kind.
     Reynolds manages to put 
up a pleasant and dignified 
front. Unbeknownst to his 
clientele and the rest of the 
outside world, his need for 
order and peculiarly specific 
habits make working for him 
almost unbearable, let alone 
being in a romantic relation-
ship with him.
     The only person who 
seems to tolerate Reynolds 
and his overly compulsive 
tendencies is his sister Cyril 
played by Lesley Manville, 
who acts as his right hand. 
She manages his business and 
daily activities but does not 
let his stubbornness get to 
her head. She retains her own 
strength and is able to stand 
her ground.
     Alma puts up her own 
front, originally seeming 
quiet and passive. Reynolds 
views her as the perfect mod-
el, but she soon proves to be 
more than just another model, 
challenging his single minded 
behaviors with her own free 
spirit.
     “Phantom Thread” is a 
classic case of never judge a 
book by its cover but with 
its own twisted spin on the 
expression. The film’s setting 
and Reynolds’ career in the 
couture fashion industry 
deliver a sense of refinement 
and sophistication, but as 
the film goes on it is realized 
how much the characters 
are truly hiding, unveiling a 
world of discomfort, dissat-
isfaction and obscenity.
     This film makes for a 
truly strange moviegoing 
experience, though this is 
a good thing. Anderson 
has audiences scratching 
their heads and questioning 
every aspect of it, from the 
characters and intentions to 
their relationships with one 
another.
     Day-Lewis pours his 
heart into what could be 
one of the best performanc-
es of his career. He clearly 
decided to retire in memo-
rable style. However, as his 
character suggests, he would 
prefer that we not think of a 
future without him appear-
ing in our movies. Instead, 
let’s enjoy his presence and 
acting abilities for one final 
hoorah.
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com via Focus Features
Actors Vicky Krieps and Daniel Day-Lewis star in “Phantom Thread.” 
‘The 15:17 to Paris’ Was More of a 
Documentary Than an Action Film
Diego Coya
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of movieweb.com via Warner Bros.“The 15:17 to Paris,” directed by Clint Eastwood, hit theaters on Feb. 9. 
     Former actor Clint Eastwood is a true 
visionary in the film industry as he is well 
known for his non-fictional films like “Sully” 
and “American Sniper.” To my disappoint-
ment, “The 15:17 to Paris” is a huge misstep 
for Eastwood because it did not serve its 
purpose as an action flick. The film falls more 
along the lines of a documentary.
     “The 15:17 to Paris” focuses on three Amer-
ican soldiers who prevented a terrorist attack 
in Paris on Aug. 21, 2015. It shows the lives 
of these men prior to the day of the attack 
by showcasing their childhoods and military 
training. The viewer ultimately gets to see 
who these three men were and how they came 
across the situation.
     Anytime Eastwood is directing a film, I am 
automatically interested to see it because he is 
one of the biggest stars in Hollywood history. 
He is well-known as both a lead actor and a 
film director. 
     What I found impressive about this film 
was that the three soldiers that stopped the 
attack were playing themselves in the film. 
Another aspect of the film that interested me 
was the subject matter. I remember hearing 
the story on the news and it shocked me.
     One thing is for sure, a film directed by 
Eastwood should have been way better. 
Clocking in at approximately 90 minutes, the 
film honestly feels like it is two hours long. 
There are moments where the pacing gets 
sluggish, and nothing really happens for the 
majority of the film. The best part about “The 
15:17 to Paris” is the last 15 minutes. They are 
intense, suspenseful and really well done. De-
spite the fact that I knew how things played 
out, I was still on the edge of my seat.
     I think it is admirable that Spencer Stone, 
Anthony Sadler and Alek Skarlatos played 
themselves in the film. By no means am I 
condemning or criticizing what they did that 
day; I am solely talking about the execution of 
the film itself. They are not actors, so I cannot 
blame them for not having great performanc-
es. There are talented people in the cast such 
as Judy Greer, Jenna Fischer, Thomas Lennon 
and Tony Hale. However, none of them stand 
out. I do not necessarily blame them. The 
blame goes to the biggest fault with the film, 
which is the screenplay.
     The writing is a mess to say the least. We 
first focus on the main characters when they 
are in elementary school, but there is nothing 
interesting that happens. Another flaw with 
the script is the dialogue. The first scene of 
the film involves a teacher speaking with two 
parents in the film about her concern for the 
kids academic progress in school. At times 
like this, the dialogue was cringe worthy. 
     I felt like the way the characters were 
written was incredibly bland. While there are 
some sequences that were intriguing, such 
as some of the training and a scene where a 
false alarm goes off, there are some scenes that 
moved at a snail’s pace. For example, there is 
a long segment where two of the soldiers are 
in Italy hanging out with a woman they had 
met, and it goes on for what seems like an 
eternity.
     Overall, I left disappointed considering it 
is a film by Eastwood. Generally speaking, his 
films are praised by both critics and audiences 
alike. I am sure this will not be on my worst 
of the year list, but I truly wish it turned out 
better.
‘Grown-ish’ Exemplifies the College Experience
     The clock strikes nine and 
a loud bang is heard as Zoey 
Johnson wakes up from her 
slumber. Not only has her 
roommate slammed the door, 
but she is now late for her first 
ever college class. Trying to put 
on some decent clothes and get 
out of her dorm, Zoey runs to a 
class that will later on change 
her college experience altogeth-
er. 
     Made by the creators of ABC’s 
“Black-ish,” “Grown-ish” por-
trays the real-life issues of dif-
ferent types of college students 
ranging from a student-athlete 
to an everyday student striving 
to get their dream job.
     Just like any college student, 
Zoey is accompanied by a group 
of friends that she soon hangs 
out with all throughout the sea-
son. This group contains a va-
riety of characters such as twin 
athletes, a bisexual, a part-time 
drug dealer, an artsy friend, a 
control freak and the one friend 
that believes the government is 
total garbage.
     In many of the episodes, 
and like many incoming col-
lege freshmen, Zoey struggles 
to find her path as she starts to 
indulge in the college lifestyle. 
From staying out late, party-
ing with friends and dealing 
with her crush, “Grown-ish” 
achieves the perspective of a 
college student.
     The college athlete is one of 
those students that everyone sort 
of looks up to or is jealous of be-
cause of their wide range success. 
In “Grown-ish,” the writers have 
crafted twin track athletes, Jazz 
and Sky Foster, that struggle to 
make ends meet due to their hec-
tic schedules. 
     This is a perspective of the stu-
dent athlete’s life that many peo-
ple forget. While college athletes 
may get free merchandise, they 
do not get paid for the countless 
hours spent training, preparing 
and playing in the games broad-
casted on networks that make 
money off of the hard work of 
these students.
     The “Grown-ish” writers not 
only take the college athletes’ 
sides but they also go against 
them. Star basketball player 
at Johnson’s University Cash 
Mooney portrays the typical 
athlete that gets away with ev-
erything as long as he performs 
well on the field. In Mooney’s 
case, he is the life blood of the 
team and as long as he plays 
well, the university is bound 
to win. Mooney was not do-
ing well academically so the 
university had placed anoth-
er student to take his exams. 
“Grown-ish” really succeeds 
in showing both the struggling 
athlete as well as the over priv-
ileged athlete.
     In addition, the audience has 
the bisexual character Nomi 
Segal, played by Emily Arlook, 
to look forward to. Not many 
shows on prime time or on reg-
ular cable provide a diverse 
cast or have a character that is a 
part of the LGBTQ community. 
“Grown-ish” breaks the stereo-
Yara Shahidi plays Zoey Johnson in the “Black-ish” spinoff “Grown-ish,” which follows her college journey.
Sunah Choudhry
Assistant Feature Editor
Photo courtesy of Freeform
typical college show that has 
all heterosexual characters as 
their lead cast. 
     As “Grown-ish” continues 
to break television norms, 
the writers introduce Vivek 
Shah played by Jordan Bu-
hat. Shah is Indian and sells 
drugs as his side hustle while 
his parents think of him as 
the golden child. Shah is a 
wonderful new addition that 
creates a more diverse cast. 
In many other shows, you 
do not see someone of Indian 
descent. 
     The one thing they have not 
included in the show is com-
muters in the progressing 
series. All of the students are 
shown to be ones that dorm 
on campus. For the show to 
portray a real-life college 
group of friends, there needs 
to be some sort of equality to 
the types of students that are 
on the show. 
     Not only is this show for 
college students, but it can be 
shown to others who have 
recently graduated who can 
think back to old memories 
or even high school students 
eagerly awaiting to start a 
new chapter of their lives. 
Either way, “Grown-ish” has 
proven itself to be a show 
that talks about real issues 
without sugarcoating the de-
tails.
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At Seton Hall University, we help our students live career-defining 
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professional development opportunities that will expand your network  
and your skill set. With more than 120 online and on-campus  
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growth. Then, show the world just what you can accomplish.
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This Week In
Red Hawk 
Sports
Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 59
The College of New Jersey: 62
No Games
Men’s Swimming vs. 
Metropolitan Championships
in New Brunswick, NJ
Women’s Swimming vs. 
Metropolitan Championships
in New Brunswick, NJ
SAT 2/17
SUN 2/18
Men’s Swimming vs. 
Metropolitan Championships
in New Brunswick, NJ
Women’s Swimming vs. 
Metropolitan Championships
in New Brunswick, NJ
Women’s Hockey vs.
Rowan University
12:15 p.m.
Men’s Swimming vs. 
Metropolitan Championships
in New Brunswick, NJ
Women’s Swimming vs. 
Metropolitan Championships
in New Brunswick, NJ
Women’s Basketball vs. 
First Round
Men’s Basketball vs. 
First Round
1 p.m.
MON 2/19
Men’s Indoor Track vs. 
NJAC Indoor Championships
in Staten Island, NY
TBA
Women’s Indoor Track vs. 
NJAC Indoor Championships
in Staten Island, NY
TBA
TUE 2/20
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Semifinals
WED 2/21
Men’s Basketball vs. 
Semifinals
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 92
New Jersey City University: 12
THU 2/15
FRI 2/16
Sports
Jack Rosen running the 400m Outdoor at East Stroudsberg University.
Chris Milholen
Staff Writer
     As the cold weather starts 
to diminish with the warm 
weather on the horizon, Mont-
clair State University’s outdoor 
track season is about to begin. 
Sprinter Jack Rosen and the 
track team are ready to begin 
the 2018 season.
      Rosen is a sophomore ma-
joring in justice studies and 
minoring in political science. 
To go along with his academic 
studies, Rosen is a part of the 
sprint team at Montclair and is 
entering his second season as a 
Division III college runner.
      The indoor track team’s sea-
son is soon to come to an end. 
Once the indoor track team 
season comes to an end, the 
outdoor track team will begin 
their 2018 season. Their season 
is expected to begin in the early 
spring.
      Rosen runs the 100m, 200m 
and the 400m sprints. He has 
been a sprinter since his early 
high school years. Rosen has a 
passion for sprints, high tempo 
races and teamwork races.
      “I am a sprinter and I look 
forward to the relays this year 
as we have a lot of good runners 
this year who all look promis-
ing,” Rosen said.
      Rosen is a sprinter but has a 
great understanding of the tal-
ent and workload of the whole 
Montclair State track team.
      “Our team overall had a 
lot of good athletes, throwers, 
jumpers and runners,” Rosen 
said. “We’re all very hard 
working and driven.”
        Last year, Rosen and the 
sprint team had a good year 
full of accomplishments and 
achieved goals. Rosen was 
proud of the effort and play of 
the sprint team and what they 
were about to accomplish.
       “Last year our men’s 4x4 
team which I was a part of was 
16th in the nation in Division 
III, and we also placed first at 
the East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity All-American meet in the 
4x4 along with having a 4x4 
time of 3.17,” Rosen said. “Me 
and my 4x4 team got third 
place at the championship 
meets and earned New Jersey 
Athletic Conference honor-
able mentions as a freshman 
which was pretty cool to have 
received my first year on the 
team.”
     With the track season start-
ing right around the corner, 
Jack has been getting him-
self ready. Rosen has a good 
mindset and great work ethic 
when it comes to balancing 
his school work, his job and 
preparing for the upcoming 
season.
       “Preparing for races and 
practicing as well, focusing 
on school work as well,” Rosen 
said. “I am training and trying 
to stay on top of workouts as 
well as work and go to school.”
      It is important for an ath-
lete to set goals before their 
season begins. These individual 
or team goals set by the athlete 
could play a huge role on their 
play. Rosen’s goals for the up-
coming season are primarily fo-
cused around the team.
      “I would like our team to 
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place higher than we did last 
year in the conference meet,” 
Rosen said. “I would also like us 
to send some people to nation-
als. Overall everyone includ-
ing myself are working toward 
public relations in our events.”
      Rosen is excited and con-
fident for the upcoming track 
season to begin.
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Red Hawks Drop Third Straight
     Montclair State Univer-
sity dropped their third loss 
in a row this Saturday in Ew-
ing, New Jersey. It came off an 
11-point first half lead which 
would be squandered early into 
the second half of play.
      Coming into the game, Mont-
clair State was sitting a game 
back of The College of New 
Jersey (TCNJ) for third place in 
the conference, but they fell two 
games back from them and now 
sit with a 16-8 overall record 
and 10-7 in the New Jersey Ath-
letic Conference (NJAC). TCNJ 
would also complete the season 
series sweep over the struggling 
Red Hawks on their Senior Day 
at the Lions arena.
     As advertised for most of this 
season, the Red Hawks jumped 
out to an early lead while con-
trolling the pace of play and 
time of possession. It’s much 
accredited to head coach Mar-
lon Sears who seems to have his 
team raring to go as the games 
begin but has small issues clos-
ing teams out. 
      Out of the eight losses ac-
cumulated by Montclair this 
season, four of them have 
them come at the expense of a 
halftime lead. The Red Hawks 
would be outmatched against 
another top scorer, Eric Mur-
dock, who dropped 39 points, 
11 rebounds and six assists. 
This was the second player in 
three games that put 30 points 
Sean Blair
Staff Writer
on Montclair State.
      Montclair State would begin 
the game on a 11-2 run getting 
Jarrett Bogus into the action 
early. The ball-dominant for-
ward would have his way on 
the inside much of the first half 
and with his efficiency from the 
field would enter half time with 
12 points.
      As the game got deeper into 
the first 10 minutes of play, 
Montclair would take a 23-17 
lead thanks to the likes of three-
point specialist Joseph Radi, 
who started the day hitting 
his first two-three’s. With the 
strong play of Kaan Yilmaz and 
Myles Mitchell-White, Mont-
clair State would outrebound 
their opponent as usual, and 
with seven minutes to go in 
the half, they would hold a 
17-7 advantage on the boards. 
Myles Mitchell-White was able 
to come one rebound shy of a 
double-double on the afternoon 
to go along with his 15 points.
      As time winded down in the 
first half, Montclair would jump 
out to their biggest lead of the 
game at 35-24 with around five 
minutes left. However, TCNJ 
would close the half on a 15-11 
run tightening the score up at 
46-39 at the break.
      TCNJ went absolutely crazy 
from three-point range in the 
second half. After only hitting 
four three-pointers in the first 
half, they would come out and 
hit eight of their first nine at-
tempts from behind the arc. 
Thanks to the play of Eric Mur-
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dock, who made the most of 
his last possible home game, 
they went on for another 19 
points in the second half and 
finished with an astounding 
39 points on the day.
       TCNJ’s 20-10 run in the 
first nine minutes of the sec-
ond half would give them a 
long-awaited 59-56 lead. The 
Red Hawks were outplayed 
after the intermission and it 
showed. They did not close 
out on defense and had no 
answer to the play of Mur-
dock. He was hot and the Red 
Hawks weren’t. Down by 11 
in this game, TCNJ’s resilien-
cy really showed, something 
displayed by the Red Hawks 
for many games this season. 
The sloppiness and lack of 
defensive effort, would doom 
Montclair State, much differ-
ent from the way they began 
this game.
      With just about 10 minutes 
left to play, TCNJ would hold 
a six-point advantage at 61-
56 and never look back. The 
lead would grow and grow 
as they opened up the largest 
by any side in the game and 
had this one out-of-reach for 
the Red Hawks at 79-66. At 
this point TCNJ was 10-15 
from three-point land, after 
their miserable 4-12 start.
      Three minutes left to play, 
the Red Hawks would cut 
the deficit down to nine but 
that’s as close as they would 
get. The game would end on 
an emphatic slam with 41 sec-
onds left, and be the exclama-
tion point on the afternoon for 
a bad ending by the Montclair 
faithful.
      The final buzzer sounded, 
and the Red Hawks would 
drop their third straight, after a 
five-game winning streak. Bo-
gus would lead the way with 
his 16 points and six rebounds, 
while Jovanni Chatham had a 
very strong outing with his 15 
and nine rebounds. Montclair 
would finish the game shoot-
ing 28-66 from the field, and 
go 10-31 in the second half of 
play. Montclair would as usual 
hold the edge in rebounds at 44-
Kaan Yilmaz (21) dribbles closer to the basket against a defender.
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Men’s basketball falls to TCNJ 94-78
30 and points in the paint by a 
landslide, at 42-22.
      With just one game left for 
Montclair State on the regu-
lar season schedule, they will 
close this season out at home 
on Wednesday night against 
Rutgers-Camden at 8 p.m. The 
Red Hawks look to be locked in 
as the fourth seed entering the 
conference tournament, which 
begins Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
home. Coach Sears and his men 
will look to end this season on 
a high note and make sure they 
grab the proper momentum 
heading into the NJAC tourna-
ment.
Forward Jarrett Bogus (20) is guarded while going for 
the score.
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Myles Mitchell-White (4) goes for a layup underneath 
the basket.
